
University of Pittsburgh
Office of Measurement and Evaluation of
Teaching

Dear Professor Cezar Lupu:

Student Opinion of Teaching Questionnaire Results

This form contains evaluation results for DIFFERENTIAL EQUATIONS(MATH-0290)-1040.

Attached is a report in PDF format containing your Student Opinion of Teaching Survey results from last
term.  The report is best viewed and/or printed in color.

The evaluation results are broken down into three distinct categories.  The first part of the report shows a
breakdown of student responses to the quantitative questions.  For each item, the number of students (n)
who responded, the average or mean (av.) and standard deviation (dev.) are displayed next to a chart or
histogram that shows the percentage of the class who responded to each option for that question.  The
percentages are above the number on the rating scale which increases from left to right,  i.e. the number
1 equals the least favorable rating and the number 4 or 5 (depending on the scale) equals the most
favorable rating.  The sum of percentages will equal 100%.   A red mark is displayed on the chart where
the average or mean is located.  To calculate how many students responded to each option, multiply the
number of students who answered the question by the percentage for that option.  For example, if 14
students answered the question and 50% responded to option 3 then 7 students marked option 3 for that
item (14 x .50 = 7).  The standard deviation is a common measure of dispersion around the mean that
may be useful in interpreting the results.

If your school had previously calculated norms, they will be on OMET’s website (omet.pitt.edu).

The second part displays individual comments to each question in the open-ended section of the
evaluation.  All the responses to the first question will be listed together after the first question and then
the responses to the next question will be listed together after the next question, and so on.

The final part gives you a profile of the student responses to the quantitative section of the evaluation.
This is a chart listing all of the means for the scaled items with a dashed red line connecting the means.

If the number of respondents for any of the scaled items is fewer than seven, please be cautious in
interpreting the quantitative results.

Office of Measurement and Evaluation of Teaching (OMET)
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Professor Cezar Lupu
 

DIFFERENTIAL EQUATIONS(MATH-0290)-10402147_UPITT_MATH_0290_SEC1040
2147_12WK

14  RESPONDENTS = 60.87% OF NUMBER REGISTERED

1. SELF RATINGSSELF RATINGSSELF RATINGSSELF RATINGS1. SELF RATINGSSELF RATINGSSELF RATINGSSELF RATINGS

Compared to other courses at the same level, the
amount of work I did was:

1.1)
Much moreMuch less n=14

av.=3.21
dev.=0.7

0%

1

7.1%

2

71.4%

3

14.3%

4

7.1%

5

In this course I have learned:1.2)
Much moreMuch less n=13

av.=3.92
dev.=0.95

0%

1

0%

2

46.2%

3

15.4%

4

38.5%

5

The grade I expect in this course is:1.3)

n=14A 71.4%

B 28.6%

C 0%

D 0%

F 0%

Other 0%

2. TEACHING EVALUATIONTEACHING EVALUATIONTEACHING EVALUATIONTEACHING EVALUATION2. TEACHING EVALUATIONTEACHING EVALUATIONTEACHING EVALUATIONTEACHING EVALUATION

The instructor presented the course in an organized
manner.

2.1)
To a very high degreeHardly at all n=14

av.=4.29
dev.=0.47

0%

1

0%

2

0%

3

71.4%

4

28.6%

5

The instructor stimulated my thinking.2.2)
To a very high degreeHardly at all n=14

av.=4.43
dev.=0.51

0%

1

0%

2

0%

3

57.1%

4

42.9%

5

The instructor evaluated my work fairly.2.3)
To a very high degreeHardly at all n=14

av.=4.71
dev.=0.47

0%

1

0%

2

0%

3

28.6%

4

71.4%

5

The instructor made good use of examples to clarify
concepts.

2.4)
To a very high degreeHardly at all n=14

av.=4.29
dev.=0.61

0%

1

0%

2

7.1%

3

57.1%

4

35.7%

5

The instructor maintained a good learning
environment.

2.5)
To a very high degreeHardly at all n=14

av.=4.64
dev.=0.5

0%

1

0%

2

0%

3

35.7%

4

64.3%

5

The instructor was accessible to students. (Do not
answer if no basis to judge)

2.6)
To a very high degreeHardly at all n=12

av.=4.5
dev.=0.67

0%

1

0%

2

8.3%

3

33.3%

4

58.3%

5
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Express your judgment of the instructor's overalloveralloveralloverall
teaching effectiveness:teaching effectiveness:teaching effectiveness:teaching effectiveness:

2.7)
ExcellentIneffective n=14

av.=4.5
dev.=0.65

0%

1

0%

2

7.1%

3

35.7%

4

57.1%

5

Would you recommend this course to other students?2.8)

n=14Probably yes 50%

Definitely yes 50%

Would you recommend this instructor to other students?2.9)

n=14Probably yes 7.1%

Definitely yes 92.9%

3. MATH TA/TF ADDITIONAL ITEMSMATH TA/TF ADDITIONAL ITEMSMATH TA/TF ADDITIONAL ITEMSMATH TA/TF ADDITIONAL ITEMS3. MATH TA/TF ADDITIONAL ITEMSMATH TA/TF ADDITIONAL ITEMSMATH TA/TF ADDITIONAL ITEMSMATH TA/TF ADDITIONAL ITEMS

Did you experience difficulty in comprehending your lecture instructor's spoken language in class?3.1)

n=13No difficulty at all 92.3%

Small amount of difficulty 0%

Moderate difficulty 7.7%

Severe difficulty 0%

0%

Did your lecture instructor experience difficulty in comprehending the questions that were asked by students in class?3.2)

n=14No difficulty at all 78.6%

Small amount of difficulty 14.3%

Moderate difficulty 7.1%

Severe difficulty 0%

The lecture instructor's writing on the chalkboard was legible.3.3)

n=14Seldom 0%

Sometimes 7.1%

About half the time 0%

Usually 42.9%

Always 50%

The lecture instructor's attitude toward the subject was enthusiastic.3.4)

n=14Hardly at all 0%

To a small degree 0%

To a moderate degree 0%

To a considerable degree 35.7%

To a very high degree 64.3%
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Compare to most courses I've taken, the lecture instructor treated students with respect.3.5)

n=14Much less 0%

Somewhat less 0%

About the same 21.4%

Somewhat more 7.1%

Much more 71.4%

The lecture instructor was available for help during his/her office hours.3.6)

n=14Very seldom 0%

Sometimes 0%

Frequently 14.3%

Almost always 64.3%

Cannot judge 21.4%

The lecture instructor arrived for class on time.3.7)

n=14Rarely (less than 20% of the time) 0%

Seldom (20-40% of the time) 0%

About half the time (40-70% of the time) 0%

Usually (70-90% of the time) 35.7%

Over 90% of the time 64.3%

Lecture instructor provided the opportunity for questions.3.8)

n=13Very seldom 0%

About half the time 7.7%

Frequently 0%

Almost always 92.3%

Cannot judge 0%

Helpful answers were given to questions raised in class.3.9)

n=14Very seldom 0%

About half the time 0%

Frequently 14.3%

Almost always 85.7%

Cannot judge 0%

Would you recommend this lecture instructor to a friend taking this course?3.10)

n=14Not at all 0%

Unlikely 0%

Don't know 0%

Maybe 7.1%

Definitely 92.9%
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4. TEACHING COMMENTSTEACHING COMMENTSTEACHING COMMENTSTEACHING COMMENTS4. TEACHING COMMENTSTEACHING COMMENTSTEACHING COMMENTSTEACHING COMMENTS

What were the instructor's major strengths?4.1)

Availability. Obviously over the summer, people's schedules are less structured and Cezar Lupu was always  available for help. Very
understanding.

Cezar strived to make sure that everybody understood the material.

Cezar was always available and really cared if everyone was learning the material.

Flexible scheduling for out of class tests

He explained the concepts clearly and always helped whenever help was needed.

His fairness, consistency, teaching ability, and likeability 

I really like how he gives open notes/book exams. In the real world I will not have to memorize a bunch of formulas, therefore, why should I
have to do it for exams. I like his teaching philosophy. I also like how he gives extra credit projects. They were a great incentive to expand
my learning outside the classroom. 

Relatable, cared about learning, listened, many opportunities for questions, great teacher overall

Strong enthusiasm for the subject material, very knowledgable and was able to teach the topics effectively.

very approachable and will make you know the material before moving on or to fast. 

What were the instructor's major weaknesses?4.2)

Does not engage class in lectures as much as possible

He could drag certain concepts on a little too long, but he at least made them very clear.

Laplace was confusing to me

N/A

None 

Sometimes time management.

Very poor communication outside of class. I emailed him about 5-7 times over the course of the semester and only once did I get a reply. I
sent emails to both his preferred email and his pitt email, with no luck from either. I would often have to hunt him down before or after class
to get my questions addressed. 

Writing on the board was sometimes difficult just because the markers were dried out.

alitle  slow on getting graded material back on time.

none

5. COURSE COMMENTSCOURSE COMMENTSCOURSE COMMENTSCOURSE COMMENTS5. COURSE COMMENTSCOURSE COMMENTSCOURSE COMMENTSCOURSE COMMENTS

What aspects of this course were most beneficial to you?5.1)

All of it. It's a very useful class for science and math students.

Homework, big help from teacher, thorough notes

I learned many mathematical techniques that will help me in my career as a chemical engineer. Thanks to Professor Lupu I learned much
more than I did in the spring semester.

I think Cezar covered the most important topics in differential equations and did a good job with the proofs.

In class examples, extra credit opportunity

No loncapa, loncapa is the bane of all math student's existence. No departmental final, I'm not sure why that rule is in place during the
academic year but it causes unnecessary stress and causes a lot of grey area during my preparation as I'm not exactly sure what to
expect. I really liked how he gave open note/book exams, that relieved a lot of unnecessary stress that would've been caused by



Professor Cezar Lupu, DIFFERENTIAL EQUATIONS(MATH-0290)-1040

08/12/2014 Class Climate evaluation Page 5

memorizing formulas. 

Strengthening my ability to make full use of the textbook in order to prepare for exams.

The homeworks with solutions. A great thing to go over to prepare for tests.

The information learned and relationships made

the main idea of diff eq and the important stuff i'll need as an engineer.

What suggestions do you have to improve the course?5.2)

More examples in class

None

Perhaps have some more real life problems.

Somehow orient the class to ask more questions toward the class, teaching the students how to systematically solve new situations/
equations

Speed up some in class theorems/definitions to leave more time for example problems

This is more for the department as a whole, but get rid of the departmental final rule and lon-crapa. As for this specific course, I would try
and improve the turn around time for when graded material is given back. Sometimes the class would wait two weeks before we got a
homework back. I understand that the instructor has a lot going on, but he should be able to get the work back within a week - a week and
a half. However, he was pretty good at getting exams back within a reasonable amount of time. 

none (2 Counts)

none!
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Profile
Subunit: A&S-MATH LOWER LEVEL
Name of the instructor: Professor Cezar Lupu,
Name of the course:
(Name of the survey)

DIFFERENTIAL EQUATIONS(MATH-0290)-1040

Values used in the profile line: Mean

1. SELF RATINGSSELF RATINGSSELF RATINGSSELF RATINGS1. SELF RATINGSSELF RATINGSSELF RATINGSSELF RATINGS

1.1) Compared to other courses at the same level,
the amount of work I did was:

Much less Much more
n=14 av.=3.21 md=3.00 dev.=0.70

1.2) In this course I have learned: Much less Much more
n=13 av.=3.92 md=4.00 dev.=0.95

2. TEACHING EVALUATIONTEACHING EVALUATIONTEACHING EVALUATIONTEACHING EVALUATION2. TEACHING EVALUATIONTEACHING EVALUATIONTEACHING EVALUATIONTEACHING EVALUATION

2.1) The instructor presented the course in an
organized manner.

Hardly at all To a very high
degree n=14 av.=4.29 md=4.00 dev.=0.47

2.2) The instructor stimulated my thinking. Hardly at all To a very high
degree n=14 av.=4.43 md=4.00 dev.=0.51

2.3) The instructor evaluated my work fairly. Hardly at all To a very high
degree n=14 av.=4.71 md=5.00 dev.=0.47

2.4) The instructor made good use of examples to
clarify concepts.

Hardly at all To a very high
degree n=14 av.=4.29 md=4.00 dev.=0.61

2.5) The instructor maintained a good learning
environment.

Hardly at all To a very high
degree n=14 av.=4.64 md=5.00 dev.=0.50

2.6) The instructor was accessible to students. (Do
not answer if no basis to judge)

Hardly at all To a very high
degree n=12 av.=4.50 md=5.00 dev.=0.67

2.7) Express your judgment of the instructor's
overall teaching effectiveness:overall teaching effectiveness:overall teaching effectiveness:overall teaching effectiveness:

Ineffective Excellent
n=14 av.=4.50 md=5.00 dev.=0.65


