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What were the instructor's major strengths?

Comments

-He was very enthusiastic about the course and about math in general
-He exposed us to a variety of problems and solution techniques
-He is very personable and was easy to get along with
-He exhibited a lot of dedication towards the class

Very calm, very intelligent. He posed questions that were related to class material, but he did not reiterate what was
taught by the professor. He prompted students to think, and he was very supportive of actual innovation, rather than
parroting material presented.

Clear and engaging, Cezar truly wants everyone to learn.

It would be impossible to find another graduate student that is as enthusiastic about Math and teaching Math as Cezar.

Presented a lot of fun problems

Excellent presentation skills, a multitude of interesting problems; motivational about the subject-matter.

What were the instructor's major weaknesses?

Comments

-He was very often late and we often wouldn't start until about 10 minutes in to recitation. And in general, he was
inefficient with our time, so recitation was rarely very productive
-He was not always prepared with a solution to the problem he was doing, but this was rarer
-By far his biggest weakness a recitation leader - which is the sole reason I didn't consider him to be a much better
teacher- was that he wanted to run the recitation his own way. He did not allow the recitations to play a complementary
role to the lectures for the course. Dr. Rabier had a specific way he intended the recitations to be run, which was to go
over solutions from the homework, but this was not something Cezar focused on, as he felt there were other marginally
related concepts he wanted to teach us. Which means that there were often questions relevant to the class that went
unanswered, when they should not have. When the tests for the class are directly pulled from the homework, yet we
don't have the solutions to the homework problems to review beforehand, it is no wonder that the test scores for the
class are so low. His enthusiasm for teaching us off-topic math is great in principle, but in practice all it meant is that
we were far less prepared for exams than we could have been, and while he thought it was important to go off topic, we
were the ones who paid the price for his tangents with our grades. Regardless of whether he agreed with the
direction/pace of the course or not, he should have understood his role as recitation leader better and explicitly followed
Dr. Rabier's directions, so as to maximize his helpfulness to the students taking the class. I felt the course would have
been significantly better if he would have used recitation as a complement to the lectures/homework.

He did not provide enough feedback on the homeworks. I was punished by this on the test, because I did not know that
there were flaws in the presentation of my proofs.

Didn't, necessarily, focus on material relevant or resembling that which was covered on the exam.

Problems were not always closely linked to lecture material

Lack of full exposition of certain problems.

What aspects of this course were most beneficial to you?

Comments

-Learning a variety of problems/problem solving techniques

It gave me an additional teacher, and helped me with my understanding of the class material.

Difficult problems that forced me to think in a different way than I had before.

Recitations.

I had fun working on the problems

Being exposed to a variety of approaches to different mathematical problems.
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What suggestions do you have to improve the course?

Comments

-Read the instructor weaknesses section. Ensure that the recitation is synchronized with the lectures so that the
students will benefit from attending recitation.
-Grade homework more accurately-it became clear as the semester went on that certain problems were being graded
as correct when they were not. Which is good for grades of course, but bad when tests are based on homework, which
we now don't have solutions to because the homework was graded as if it was correct when it was not, thus we do
poorly on tests, which is much worse for grades.

None

During review sessions, please stick to topics that will be covered on the exam. I did not mind learning new material or
reviewing material that is not covered on an exam, but it really hurts the class overall when you spend ~2 hours the
night before on topics that are not on the exam. While I agree that exams shouldn't be everything, it still determines the
grade that goes on our transcripts.
Also, I know you were very busy this semester, but more feedback on homework would have been very helpful.

At least during official review sessions for exams cover stuff that will be on the exam

Give harder homework questions and decrease homework grades' impact on the overall grade, or make homework
grade about 60-70% of the overall grade.
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