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As an international graduate student I do embrace the idea of diversity. I believe
that diversity represents the strength in a community. As a mathematician, I met
people all around the world with different cultural background. Also, I had the
opportunity to teach to wide range of students coming from various countries with
different background and life experience.

I was born and raised in the beautiful Eastern European country of Romania. I
spent most of my childhood during a transition period from the communist era in a
time of economic hardship. Although my parents were educated people, they strug-
gled a lot to provide me and my sister a good education in the spirit of Christian
values. My early childhood was modeled by the values of tolerance, kindness, com-
passion, but also by discipline and being competitive in school and beyond. I grew
up in the city of Constanţa near the Black Sea, one of Romania’s most ethnically
diverse cities. In gymnasium and high school, I had colleagues of different ethnicity
such as Turks, Tatars, Roma, Aromanians, Lipovans, Greeks. Most of them are my
friends today. We always have good times when I visit back home.

After I finished high school, I went to the University of Bucharest for my under-
graduate degree. Meanwhile, I was hired to coach the best students at the Interna-
tional High School of Bucharest (ICHB) for national and international mathematical
olympiad. ICHB was built by a Turkish foundation whose mission is to educate peo-
ple around the world. Most of the teachers there were of Muslim faith and they were
really great people. I visited them recently and we are good friends. Moreover, I
taught regular math classes where I got the chance to interact with students from
Middle Eastern countries such as Saudi Arabia, Jordan or Syria.

In 2012, I came to the United States for my PhD degree at the University of
Pittsburgh. Here, I had a very different experience in teaching undergraduate stu-
dents which I learned a lot from. The first issue was my accent and coming from
a different country and culture turned out to be an asset. In this way I was able
to integrate better with minorities and it was easier for me to understand their
cultural background. An example of a class where I had the chance to interact
closely with students was the Putnam seminar where I had students from minorities
(African-American, Latino, Asian-American, Native-Americans), but also interna-
tional students from countries such as China, Romania, Mexico, India among others.
I strove to create a multicultural environment in such way that cultural differences
came out as a catalyst for the group.
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In conclusion, since I come from a diverse ethnic and cultural background, I shall
always embrace the idea of diversity no matter what. I strongly believe that diversity
where the infusion of new cultures, talents and ideas can make a community stronger,
and more creative.
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